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From The President's desk: 
Wow how time is flying by. I hope you all 
are having a wonderful summer. I'm just 
back from another camping trip to 
Ludington Mi. Lake Michigan is the best. 
I'm sure looking forward to seeing 
everyone at the Club picnic at Stacey 
Harper's house in Belleville, Michigan. 
Thank you Stacey and Mike for hosting. I'm 

hoping to see all your amazing finds at the September 
general meeting. We have a lot coming up like the 
SuperSwap and our annual auction. So please come out 
and get Rocking ! 

Mike Bomba 

September Program: The program this month is 
our annual Brag Night we ask our members to bring 
to the general meeting any thing that they crafted or 
collected (bought or self collected) over the summer 
months. 

Reinstatement: 
Welcome back Amy Officer. 

Dates to Remember!! 

September 7th & 21st Bead Study group will meet 
at the Kuzara's, 20281 Thomas, Brownstown at 7pm. 
Diane Kuzara 734-675-5237. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16™= OUR 
CLUB PICNIC WILL BE AT STACEY 
HARPER'S HOME IN BELLEVILLE, 
MICHIGAN. SEE FURTHER DETAILS 
IN THE SEPTEMBER.ROCKPILE. 

September 18th & 20th Lapidary Work Shop 2009 
W. Michigan Ave., Ypsilanti, Mi. 7pm. to 10pm. 
Space is limited so please call Frank Konieczki 
734-323-2218 before attending. 

September 19th Board Meeting will be held at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor 
at 6:30 pm. 

September 19th General Meeting will be held at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor 
at 7:30 pm. 

October 2nd & 16th & 18th Lapidary Work Shop 
2009 W. Michigan Ave., Ypsilanti, Mi. 7pm. to 10pm. 
Space is limited so please call Frank Konieczki 
734-3 23-2218 before attending. 

October 5th & 19th Bead Study group will meet at 
the Kuzara's 20281 Thomas, Brownstown at 7pm. 
Diane Kuzara 734-675-5237. 

October 17th Board Meeting will be held at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor 
at 6:30 pm. 

October 17th General Meeting will be held at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor 
at 7:30 pm. 

SEPTEMBER 16™ & 17TH MIDWEST 
FEDERATION CONVENTION HOWELL,MI 
AT THE LIVINGTON GEM AND MINERAL 
SOCIETY SHOW. 

October 7 & 8 Midwest Mineralogical & 
Lapidary Society Rock Swap 
Where Wayne County Fairgrounds & RV Park, 
10871 Quirk Rd, Belleville, MI 48111, 
Contact: Bill Barr; (505) 803-4888; 
wbarr@umich.edu;www.mmls.us 

Sister Club Events: 
September 8-10-BOWLING GREEN, 
OHIO: Annual show; Toledo Gem & Rockhound 
Club; Wood County Fairgrounds, Pratt Pavilion, 
13800 W Poe Rd contact Jerri Heer, (419) 
344-9999; Email: jheerx6@aol.com; Website: 
rockyreader. com 

Sept 9 & 10 500 Earth Sciences Annual Show 
WhereHancock County 4-H Fairgrounds, 620 N. 
Apple, Greenfield, IN DescriptionContact: Tom 
Odom; (765) 325-2690; tomodom650@gmail.com; 
www.500earthsciencesclub.org 
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September 16 &17 Howell, Michigan: Annual Oldest Dinosaur Egg 
ShowLivingston Gem and Mineral Society; Hartland by Kat Koch 
Educational Support Service Center, 9525 East "The dinosaurs became extinct because they 
Highland Road; contact Sandra Jo Wrestler, didn't have a space 
(248)875-5921: email: sjwrestler@gmail.com program ... " The 
Website: https://livingstongems.com extinction of the 

September 15, 16 & 17 Tulip City Gem & Mineral 
Club Annual Show WhereSoccer Stop Sportsplex, 5 
River Hills Dr, Holland, MI 49424, 
Contact: Michelle Bennett; (712) 240-0490; 
mickieannbennett@gmail.comwww.tulipcity.org 

September 30 & October 1 Mineral Club 
Annual Show Where VFW Post 2780 Canteen, 
Grand Traverse Area Rock & 3400 Veterans Dr, 
Traverse City, MI 49684, USAContact: Lauren 
Vaughn; (231) 276-6150; maple28@aol.com; 
tcrockhounds.com 

October 13, 14 & 15 Michigan Mineralogical 
Society Annual Show where Macomb Community 
College Sports and Expo Center, 14500 12 Mile Rd., 
Warren MI Contact John Peters, (313) 2557774 
J oopett l 3@hotmail.com www .michmin.org 

Oct 20-22-MASON, MICHIGAN: Annual show; 
Central Michigan Lapidary & Mineral Society (Lansing area 
club); InghamCounty Fairgrounds, Main Arena, 700 East Ash 
St; Fri. contact Ruth Ann Lehner, (517) 643-4406; Email: 
Geacie48@gmail.com; Website: www.MichRocks.org 

OCT 20, 21 & 22Three Rivers Gem & Mineral 
Society Annual Show 
WhereAllen County Fairgrounds, 2726 Carroll Rd, 
Fort Wayne, IN 46818, USA (map) 
DescriptionContact: Bev Jenkins; (260) 
639-0727; 3riversshow@gmail.com; 
3riversgem mineral.tripod.com 

Oct 28,29 Akron Mineral & Summit Lapidary 
Semi Annual Show WhereEmidio & Sons 
Banquet Center, 48 E Bath Rd, Cuyahoga Falls, 
OH 44223, USA DescriptionContact: Evelyn 
Tryon; (330) 673-9664; 
gemboreelead@gmail.com; 
summitlapidaryclub.com 

dinosaursis one of the 
greatest mysteries in 
natural history. For 
centuries, scientists 
have been trying to 
unravel why these 
impressive creatures 
suddenly disappeared 
from the face of the Earth. It has been suggested that 
a natural event such as an asteroid impact caused 
"The dinosaurs became extinct because they didn't 
have a space program ... " The extinction of the 
dinosaursis one of the greatest mysteries in natural 
history. For centuries, scientists have been trying to 
unravel why these impressive creatures suddenly 
disappeared from the face of the Earth. It has been 
suggested that a natural event such as an asteroid 
impact caused their demise, but new research 
suggests that it may have had something to do with 
their lack of a space program. 
~ Larry Niven 

I chuckled when I read the above quote. 
In central India, sometime between 1817 and 1843, 
Charles Fraser discovered a spherical agate rock. 
In 1883, it was identified as a crystal using the 
current scientific knowledge at that time and became 
a part of the Natural History Museum in London. It 
was circular, about 6" across, and pinkish. The 
museum thought it wasn't a significant find when 
displaying it. However, the agate was discovered 
before the word dinosaur was even defined. 

It was around 80 years, 1923, when the 
scientific community confirmed Dinosaur eggshells 
existed when an entire nest of fossilized eggs was 
found in Mongolia. This discovery, too, was when 
the word dinosaur was first defined. It was around 80 
years, 1923, when the scientific community 
confirmed Dinosaur eggshells existed when an entire 
nest of fossilized eggs was found in Mongolia. This 
discovery, too, was when the word dinosaur was 
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first defined. In 1976 an entire clutch of 
Massospondylus dinosaur eggs was unearthed in 
South Africa. The clutch is estimated to be roughly 
190 million years old, making them a good contender 
for the oldest dinosaur eggs found in the world. In 
2018 a mineral collection curator from the London 
Museum traveled to France to visit a mineral show. 

Continued on page 4 

Michigan Mineral Beginning with the 
letter V: Vermiculite (M9,Fe2·,Fe3•)3[(Al,Si),,O,o] 

Vermiculite is a hydrous phyllosilicate mineral which 
undergoes significant expansion when heated. 
Exfoliation occurs when the mineral is heated 
sufficiently, and commercial furnaces can routinely 
produce this effect. Vermiculite forms by the 
weathering or hydrothermal alteration ofbiotite or 
phlogopite 
Color: Colorless, White, Yellow, Green, Brown, 
Black 
Hardness: 1.5 - 2 on the mohs scale. 
Occurrence: Houghton, Keweenaw, and Marquette 
Counties 
From the internet Wikipedia 

JASPER 
Austrailian Mookaite 

Found in Western Austraila 
From the Internet 

1 Polka Dot Agate 
A beautiful translucent blue to white agate with 
suspended dots of various colors. 
Author: Hobart M. King, PhD, GIA Graduate 
Gemologist 

What is Polka Dot 
Agate? 

Polka dot agate 
is an orbicular agate 
produced from the 
Priday Agate Beds of 
central Oregon. It has 
an appearance that 
sounds just like its 

name. It is a semitransparent to semi translucent 
agate with suspended round "dots" of contrasting 
colors. It is a favorite Oregon gemstone. 

Polka dot's base 
colors range from 
blue to 
white to pale yellow. 
The dots can be 
almost any 
combination of 
yellow, orange, red, 

brown, or black. Nature has also marked some 
specimens with black dendrites. Other specimens are 
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cross-cut by intrusions of brown jasper. The 
diaphaneity ranges from almost transparent to almost 
opaque. This color and geometry makes some of the 
most interesting and beautiful types of agate that you 
will ever see. The dots in the agate range in size from 
nearly invisible up to about 1/4 inch across. Most of 
them are completely agatized, but some appear to be 
a soft iron oxide material similar to limonite or 
hematite. Most of the dots are sharp, 
concentric spheres. Others are spherical but with a 
slightly irregular outline. 
Native Americans Were the First Miners 

The first people to mine polka dot agate were 
Native Americans. They valued the agate because it 
could be knapped into sharp tools such as scrapers, 
blades, and projectile points. They carried, worked, 
used, and traded these materials across what is now 
the northwestern United States and southwestern 
Canada. Today, West Coast Mining company 
operates the polka dot agate mine, located near the 
community of Madras in Jefferson County, Oregon. 
They produce rough, slabs, cabs, and other items 
made from polka dot agate. They also own mines that 
produce Opal Butte opal, Owyhee picture jasper, 
Paiute agate, amethyst sage 
agate, and Rock Butte picture jasper. Some of these 
mines are open to the public for fee mining. On a 
limited schedule, they are open to people who want to 
visit the mine, pay a fee, look for agate, and keep 
what they find. The company also sells agate, jasper, 
and opal directly to the public and online. 
Lapidary Properties 

Polka dot agate is a favorite lapidary 
material of many people. It cuts nicely on a diamond 
or carbide wheel and produces a brilliant luster when 
polished on felt with aluminum, tin, or 
cerium oxide. It can be used to make beautiful 
tumbled stones in a rock tumbler. The colorful dots 
make interesting cabs regardless of their density. 
Marking up a slab into cab outlines can be a 
pleasurable challenge. Most people really enjoy 
specimens of polka dot agate with a blue base color 
and have given it a cool nickname "blue ice." 
Polka Dot Agate from the Priday Agate Beds 
(geology.com) 
New and Views 4/23 

Continued from page 3 

A dealer showed the curator a specimen of an 
agatized dinosaur egg. Bells went off, and when the 
curator returned home, the museum set out on a 
mission to have their "agate" identified. It turned out 
to be about 
190 million years old Massospondylus egg too. 

Massospondylus lived about 190 million 
years ago during the Early Jurassic period. 
Massospondylus was around 13 feet long and 
weighed approximately 2,200 pounds with a height of 
20 feet. It had a small head, a long neck, and a 
slender body. The physical build was typical of early 
sauropodomorphs. The forearms were half the length 
of the hind legs, and both had five digits. Their 
"hands" were short and wide, with a large 
sickle-shaped thumb claw used for feeding and 
defense against predators. The thumb was the longest 
finger, and the fourth and fifth digits were tiny, 
giving their "hands" a lopsided look. Massospondylus 
was a treetop browser and grazer that moved very 
slowly at times. Yet it is believed that 
Massospondylus was one of the fastest dinosaurs to 
have ever existed. By the end of the Jurassic period, 
165 million 
years ago, the Massospondylus had become extinct. 

Bibliography: Canadian Broadcasting Company - 
Kids News, Yahoo News, Wikipedia, The Natural 
History 
Museum - London, Quote Collectors Club, DinoPit, 
US National Park Service 
Source: The CMS Tumbler, May 2023. 
From the MMS Conglomerate 5/23 
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Gem and Mineral Club Picnic 
Saturday, 16th of September, 2023 

11:00 am until 3:00 pm 

Hosted by Mike and Stacey Harper 
15312 Elwell Road, Belleoille 

734-828-7253 

Bring your family llllll friauls far same gaatl food and a 
nlaring tinfl! lo get to lnoa, olhe,s in fire dub. This is a 
gm,t opportunify loconned ifp~ na,or reanmed if 
me lrtmen.'t sem you in traJhile! 

~11 proville the '1urxas, hotdags, buns, iced 1mr and the 
paper ptuJuds. ffl!llse bring 11111111n mllir, ll dish to pass, 
and~ favmite "beoerage. 



EIGHTH ANNUAL 
SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN 

GEM~ MINERAL & ROCIC 
SUPERSWAP! 

Hosted by the Midwest Mineralogical & Lapidary Society 
Saturday, Oct. 7 • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 8 • 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

WAYNECOUNIY FAIRCROUNDS 
h 

10871 Quirk Rd., Belleville, Ml 
1-94 to Exit 190, West on N. Service Drive 
North on Quirk to Fairgrounds on Right 

Minerals • te111s • Jewelry • Fossils • Lapidary Materials 
hads • £quiP111£nf • Supplies • holes • and 111ore! 

PUBLIC INVITED! 
FREE Admission! 
FREE Parking! 
INDOOR EVENT - 

· Rain or Shine! 
Camping available - 

contact Fairgrounds Office 
at 734-697-7002 

ACTIVITIES 
including: 

Mineral Kits for Ki.ds 
Craft Demonstrations 
Rock & Mineral ID 
Gem, Jewelry & 
Mineral Displays 

Tables $35/2 days, $20/day (if 4Voilable). For info about reservations, etc. 
caJ:t Sitt Barr c.t 505-803-488.8 or em«U wba.f-rflumtcbAfdt1.t 



THE MIDWEST MINERALOGICAL AND LAPIDARY SOCIETY (MMLS) is an educational 
non-profit organization founded in 1956. The Society now has more than 100 members and is affiliated with the 
Midwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. 
Significantly, MMLS has been recognized numerous times by the Midwest and American Federations with first 
place (gold level) awards in the annual All American Club Awards Program. 
PURPOSE: The purpose of The MMLS shall be (I) to promote interest in and increase knowledge in the 
fields of mineralogy, geology, and paleontology, including lapidary and related arts; (2) to publish articles and 
information pertaining to these fields; (3) to encourage collections and to display specimens in these fields; and 
( 4) to arrange field trips in support of the interests and activities specified. 

GENERAL MEETINGS: the third Tuesday of each month, September through June, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor, MI 48180 GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME. 

MEMBERSHIP: Applications for membership can be obtained at any general meeting or from any MMLS member. 
DUES: Entrance fee - $3.00; annual dues - $20.00 (adult), $2.00 (junior) on a year basis. Membership expires each Dec. 31. 

ANNUAL EVENTS: 
March - Spring Rock Swap and Sale, Banquet 
Yearly Picnic 

Fall- 2 Day SuperSwap and Sale November Annual Auction 

STUDY GROUPS: Special-interest study groups meet monthly, September though June. Currently the 
following groups are active: Bead Study, Mineralogy, Wire Study is conducted on individual basis. 

FIELD TRIPS: Several one day field trips and one longer (one to two weeks) field trips are conducted each 
year. Mostly, these field trips focus on the collecting of mineral and fossil specimens at quarries, mines, and other 
known collecting sites in the United States and Canada. Field trips are restricted to MMLS members. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND: MMLS has established a scholarship Endowment Fund which provides scholarships 
to qualified students enrolled in an accredited college or university in southeastern Michigan who have completed at 
least their junior year and have a major in geology, mineralogy, paleontology or lapidary and related arts. 

SEAMAN MINERAL MUSEUM: MMLS has designated the A.E. SEAMAN Mineral Museum, 
Houghton, Michigan, as it's "adoptive" museum, pledging to support it with gifts to the museum's endowment fund 
and the donation of mineral specimens and services. 

INTERNET WEB SITES OF INTEREST: 
Midwest Federation: 
www.amfed.org/mw 1 lindex.html American 
Lands Access Association: http: //amlands.org 

American Federation: 
www.amfed.org 

The Rockhound's 10 Commandments: 
Thou shall not touch thy neighbor's minerals unless he places them in thy hands. 
Thou shall not test the strength of crystals by pushing, squeezing or biting. 
Thou shall not drop thy neighbor's fossils, for many do not bounce properly. 
Thou shall not place thy neighbor's specimens in thine own pocket. 
Thou shall not collect at a neighbor's land unless unless thy neighbor knowst he's there. 
Thou shall not argue names of minerals too violently; for sometimes thou couldst be wrong. 
Thou shall not climb above thy neighbor's head when on a field trip, lest thou art willing to spend the rest of the day 

digging him out. 
Thou shall protect thine eyes, hands & feet, so that they mayst enjoy many future field trips. 
Thou shall not encroach upon thy neighbor's diggin's, lest thy neighbor's hammer be 
dropped upon thee. 
Thou shall not break uncollectable specimens. 
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Bulletin Editor Contest Awards 

• • 1993 -1st Place (large Bulletin) AFMS 
1991 - 1st Place (Large Bulletin) MWF 
1990 -1st Place (New Editor) AFMS 
1990 - 1st Place (New Editor) MWF 


