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Midwest Mineralogical & Lapidary Society 

2025 OFFICERS 
President: Mike Bomba (313) 381-8455 
Vice President: Dan Gumina (313) 766-8944 
Recording Secretary: Andrea Rinker (734) 755-2570 
Treasurer: Doris Snyder (313) 291-2133 
Corresponding Secretary: Andrea Rinker (734) 755-2570 
Liaison Officer: Peter Kuzara (734) 675-5237 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Club Services: Ana Ferguson 
Door Prizes: Mike Bomba 
AFMS Scholarship: Pat Rutkowski Field 
Trips - Mike Bomba/Gary Slominski 
Historian: Torn Morris 
Michigan Material: Torn Morris 
Membership: Ana Ferguson 
MMLS Scholarship: Velma Bradley 
Program Coordinator: Mike Bomba 
Property - Storage: Gary Slominski 
Sunshine Reporter: Velma Bradley 
Refreshments: Gary Slominski 
Web Site: Stacey Harper 

ACTIVITIES 
2025 Banquet: Andrea Rinker 
2025 Club Picnic: Stacey Harper 
2025 Swap: Lou and Cindy Talley 
2025 Super Swap: Bill Barr 
2025 Auction: Dwayne Ferguson 

The Rockpile Staff : Editor Peter Kuzara, 
email: Kuzaral l26@grnail.com 734-675-5237 

MMLS website - www.mmls.us 
Email - rockhounds@mmls.us 

General Club meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on every third 
Tuesday of the month (except July and August) at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor, 
MI 48180 
GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

STUDY GROUPS 
Lapidary: Workshop at Frank Konieczki 
Bead Study: Diane Kuzara 
Mineralogy: Frank Konieczki 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
Robert Ellison (interim) 1956 
Louis Cox 1957 
Robert Heldenbrand 1958-59 
Ralph Gamble 1959-60 
Fred Miller 1960-61 
Bert Smart 1961-62 
Leo Nieman 1963 
Nicholas Rothenthaler 1964-65 
Robert Fedoruk 1966-6 
John Good 1968-69 
Cecilia Duluk 1970 
Stanley Franczak 1971- 72 
E. Donald Stinnett 1973-74 
Ralph Goniea 1975-76 
Norman Hanschu 1977- 78 
Thomas Gibbs 1979-80 
Harry Nagy 1981-82 
Elspeth Gibbs 1983-84 
Loretta Franczak 1985-86 
Roland Snyder 1987-88 
Jay Ross 1989-90 
Tom Morris Jr. 1991-92 
Diane Kuzara 1993-94 
Bill Orban 1995-96 
Glenn Swain 1997-98 
Bill Peach 1999-2000 
Diane Kuzara 2001-02 
Cecilia Duluk 2003-04 
Russ Ranker 2005-06 
Dick DePodesta 2007-08 

Rich Williams 2009-10 
Leonard Swisher 2011-12 
Mike Bomba 2013 - 14 
Diane Kuzara 2015 - 16 
Dan Gumina 2017 - 18 
Diane Kuzara 2019 -2020 
Dan Gumina 2021 - 2022 
Mike Bomba 2023 - 
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President's message: Hello everyone. I hope 
~ everyone is doing well. We had a 

great turnout for our field trip to South 
Rockwood and even though we didn't 
have new stuff to look over, everyone · 
came home with something good. We 
had another successful Super swap 
and I would like to thank everyone 
that came out to help especially Bill 
Barr. Gary Slominski and Tom 
Morris. Next year we may have to 

raise the prices on our table rental. Everything was 
more expensive this year and we ended up in the 
hole. A little bit. I hope to see everyone at the auction 
Novemberl. We will have some good stuff to auction 
off thanks to Dwane and Anna and all of our faithful 
members that will be helping out . We are in need of 
a chair person to take over for our secretary Doris 
Snyder, who has been in the hospital off and on for 
the last couple weeks anyone that's interested in 
finding out about how the club works please come to 
the board meeting which starts at 6:30 on the day of 
our general meeting. President Mike 

November Program: November program will be 
the Hawks nest tunnel disaster given by our very own 
member Kristin Wolfe 

Candidates For Office In 2026 Are: 
President 
Vice President Tim McNamara 
Recording Secretary Andrea Rinker 
Corresponding Secretary Andrea Rinker 
Treasurer Theresa Stewart - Brown 
Liaison Officer Pete Kuzara 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU. 
To Theresa and Tim Brown for their 
generous donation to the club. 

MEETING MINUTES 
Board and General Meeting Minutes June 17, 
2025 (Note this is a combined report.) 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM by Pres. 

Mike Bomba. Attending were Diane Kuzara, 
Pete Kuzara, Pat Rutkowski, Andrea Rinker, Tom 
Morris, Stacey Harper, Mike Bomba, Dan Gumina, 
and Doris Snyder. 

Stacey Harper made a motion to accept the minutes 
from May as read , and the motion passed. 
Doris Snyder gave the treasurers report. Tom Morris 
made a motion to accept the treasurers report as 
read and this was seconded by Andrea Rinker, 

If you're interested in participating in the MM LS 
Super Swap, on Saturday and Sunday, October 4 and 
sth, at the Wayne County Fairgrounds on Quirk Rd in 
Belleville ,Michigan, contact Bill Barr at 
505-803-4888 or email bi1bobarr49@gmail.com. A 
table for one day is $20 and for two days $35. 

August 15 is the deadline for the September 
Rockpile. 
A FMS scholarship-- no report. 
Historian-- no report. · 

Starting in September-there will be a refreshment 
sheet as we are asking for volunteers to sign up to 
bring refreshments to the meetings. 

September program will be our annual Bragnight 
members are to bring in any specimens they've 
collected over the summer. 

Reminder-- no club meetings in July or August. 

Look for a postcard in the mail with information 
about our annual club picnic to be held in September 
at Stacey and Mike Harper's home on 15312 Elwell 
Rd, Van Buren Township. This is a special annual 
event, and we hope to see you there. 

Dan Gumina would like to wish everyone a 
wonderful, adventurous, and prosperous summer! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Andrea Rinker 

STILL LOOKING FOR A NEW 
EDITOR! Editor Pete 
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Looking for a new Program Chairman. 
If interested and want to help check with Mike 
Bomba he will inform you what is required. 

Dates to Remember! 
Before traveling a great distance call to make sure 
the meeting is still going on! If it gets very cold I 
know the lapidary work shop meeting is canceled 
because of insufficient heating. 

Nov. 1st MIDWEST MINERALOGICAL & 
LAPIDARY 59TH ANNUAL AUCTION. 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick 
Rd., Taylor, MI. Doors open at 6 pm. 
Auction starts at 7pm. FREE ADMISSON! 
PUBLIC INVITED! FREE PARKING! 
For more information text Dwayne 
Ferguson 313-550-9809 or email at 
Shelby067111l@yahoo.com 

Nov. 6th & 20th Bead Study group will meet at the 
Kuzara's, 20281 Thomas, Brownstown at 7pm. Diane 
Kuzara 734-675-5237. 

Nov. 18th Board Meeting will be held at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor 
at 6:30 pm. 

Nov. t8thGeneral Meeting will be held at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor 
at 7:30 pm. 

Nov. 20th Mineral Study Group will meet at the 
West Side United Methodist Church, 900 S. Seventh 
St., Ann Arbor at 7:30 PM. Contact for the group is 
Frank Konieczki 734-323-2218. 

Dec. 4th & tsthBead Study group will meet at the 
Kuzara's, 20281 Thomas, Brownstown at 7pm. Diane 
Kuzara 734-675-5237 

Dec. t6thBoard Meeting will be held at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor 
at 6:30 pm. 

Dec. 16thGeneral Meeting will be held at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor 
At 7:30 pm. 

Dec. 18th Mineral Study Group will meet at the 
West Side United Methodist Church, 900 S. Seventh 
St., Ann Arbor at 7:30 PM. Contact for the group is 
Frank Konieczki 734-323-2218. 

Sister Club Events 

Nov. 1 & 2 Mid Michigan Rock Club Annual 
Show Chippewa Nature Center, 400 S Badour Rd, 
Midland, MI 48640, USA 
Contact: Laura Foster, (989) 513-7254; 
pop345com@sbcglobal.net 

Nov.to 8:30 - 9:30 Pm.Michigan Mineralogical 
Society Annual Auction Cranbrook Institute of Science, I 
Institute Way, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304, USA 
Contact: David Lurie, (248) 224-0752; 
dlurie200 l@comcast.net; www .michmin.org 

Nov. 22 & 23 Northwest Ohio Rockhound Club 
Annual Show. St James Lutheran Church, 4727 W 
Sylvania Ave, Toledo, OH 43623, USA 
Contact: Suzanne Shimatzki, ( 419) 376-2650; 
sshimatzki@gmail.com 

Happy Thanksgiving 
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Michigan Minerals Beginning With the 
Letter A: Azurite Cu3(CQ3)2(0H)i 
Azurite is a deep blue copper carbonate mineral know 
n for its vibrant color and historical significance, 
often used as a pigment and gemstone. 

Color: Blue 
Hardness: 3.5 to 4 on the mohs scale. 
Occurrence: Dickinson, Keweenaw, Marquette and 
Ontonagon Counties 
Picture and information from the Internet 

Picasso Jasper 

Picasso Jasper, also known as Picasso Stone or 
Picasso Marble, is a unique variety of jasper 
renowned for its striking patterns and colors, 
reminiscent of abstract paintings by the renowned 
artist Pablo Picasso, hence the name. 
This gemstone is primarily found in Utah, United 
States, and is highly prized by collectors and jewelry 
enthusiasts alike for its distinctive appearance. 
Picture and text from the internet. 

Petvified wood seeVl at: Esco./o.Vtte Petriiied. Forest Sto.te 
Po.v-k. 

Rockhounding is all about the thrill of the 
hunt. And lucky for rock enthusiasts in Utah, the 
Beehive State owns spectacular formations of 
petrified wood.Petrified (or fossilized) wood occurs 
when minerals like quartz or agate invade the cavities 
of natural wood over many years. Unlike impressions 
of plant fossils, petrified wood is a three-dimensional 
representation of original, organic material. 

How Does Wood Petrify? 
Wood petrification happens underground when 
water-saturated sediment or volcanic ash buries the 
wood. The water reduces oxygen levels, which slows 
decomposition by bacteria or fungi. Mineral-filled 
water flows through deposits, where minerals over 
millions of years slowly replace the plant's cell walls. 
For wood to petrify, the following factors must be in 
place: 

Absence of oxygen: The lack of oxygen slows 
wood's decay, which allows minerals to replace cell 
walls and fill void spaces in the wood. 

Presence of silica-rich liquids: Silica is a naturally 
existing compound in organic and inorganic 
materials. Glass, beach sand, granite and silicone 
are all silica materials. When wood soaks up 
silica-rich fluids, it crystalizes as solid minerals. 

High pressure over time: When ash, mud or sand 
buries wood for centuries, the high-pressure 
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environment allows inorganic compounds to 
replace organic plant material. 
What Is It Made From? 
The minerals that typically fill in cavities to create 
petrified wood include quartz,chalcedony, agate and 
opal. 
Quartz: Hard, crystalline mineral made of silica. 
Chalcedony: Cryptocrystalline fonn of silica 
composed of extremely fine intergrowth of quartz 
and moganite. 
Agate: Translucent, microcrystalline variety of 
quartz. 
Opal: Hydrated amorphous form of silica. 

Petrified wood does not have a strict 
classification system. It is typically identified based 
on color and mineral composition. 

Depending on their oxidation state, trace 
metals, particularly iron, can produce 
a range of hues in petrified wood. 
Identifying Petrified Wood 
Types Of Petrified Wood 
Petrified wood does not have a strict classification 
system. It is typicallyidentified based on color and 
mineral composition. 
Homogeneous Type: The homogeneous type of 
petrified wood is the most common. It shows a 
uniformed ring color and is generally light-colored 
and composed primarily of opal. 
Spotted Petrified Wood: A more decorative type of 
wood because of the unique spots, this wood 
combines opal and chalcedony. 
Jet-Like Petrified Wood: Petrified wood displays 
clear lines that sometimes form wavy patterns. 
Concentric Texture: Wood with various color layers 
saturated by different minerals create different 
colors. It's composed oflayers of opal and 
chalcedony that change over time to 
develop the concentric texture. Lens-Shaped or 
Peanut Texture: 
A peanut or lens-shaped structure forms when 
minerals fill existing wood cavities. This can 
sometimes result in a black-and-white wood pattern. 
Colors of Petrified Wood 
So, how does petrified wood get all its beautiful, 
unique coloring? Trace metals! More specifically, 
iron, chromium, manganese, copper and cobalt. 
These metals,particularly iron, can produce a range of 
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hues depending on their oxidation state. Color 
variations usually reflect different stages of 
mineralization. 
Black: The wood contains carbon. 
Blue, Teal and Green: The wood contains copper, 
cobalt or chromium. 
Orange and Yellow: The wood contains manganese 
oxides. 
Pink and Purple: The wood contains manganese. 
Brown: The wood contains iron oxides. 
Find Articles at Identifying Petrified Wood visit Utah 
From Wasatch Gem 9/24 

IS IT PETOSKEY STONE OR CHARLEVOIX 
STONE? 
Petoskey and Charlevoix stones are both fossilized 
coral from the Devonian Age, found in Michigan. 
Petoskey stones have a larger, more symmetrical 

hexagonal pattern than Charlevoix stones. 
Petoskey and Charlevoix stones are both fossilized 
coral from the Devonian Age, found in Michigan. 
Petoskey stones have a larger, more symmetrical 

hexagonal pattern than Charlevoix stones. 
With a few weeks left until fall weather makes 
beachcombing uncomfortable, many are out along 
northern Michigan beaches looking for Petoskey 
stones. 
But people often find Charlevoix stones, which look 
very similar to those who arc experienced in telling 
the two coral fossils apart. 
Both types of stone are fossilized corals that are 
about 350 million years old, according to Visit 
Charlevoix. 
The Charlevoix stone, although similar in appearance 
to its cousin, has its own unique features and 
structure. 
Here's what to know about Petoskey and Charlevoix 
stones, and where you can find them in Michigan: 
How can you tell Petoskey and Charlevoix 
stones apart? 

Both stones are shades of gray and beige, and 
are found in the northern part of the state. Petoskey 
and Charlevoix stones are both are different species 
of coral. It's not uncommon to find both fossils while 
exploring area beaches. 

Petoskey and Charlevoix stones are fossilized 
coral that is about 350 million years. The coral grew 
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during the Devonian Age. 
Petoskey and Charlevoix stones are made up 

of hexagonaria percarinata which consists of tightly 
packed, six-sided corallites - the skeletons of the 
once-living polyps. Because they are similar corals, 
both Petoskey and Charlevoix stones have a 
honeycomb appearance. 

At the center of each coral polyp was the 
mouth that contained tentacles that reached out for 
food. The hexagon shape of each cell and thin lines 
radiating out from the dark "eye" in the center are 
distinguishing features unique to the Petoskey stone, 
according to Visit Charlevoix. 

The Charlevoix stone has a smaller 
exoskeleton compared to its cousin the Petoskey 
stone. The Charlevoix stone is a favosite which has a 
smaller pattern and a lighter or white color set 
of small rays radiating from the eye forming the 
characteristic hexagonal shape which are lighter and 
they don't always attach to the center dot, Visit 
Charlevoix explains. 

How do I know if I have a Petoskey stone? 
You have a Petoskey stone when the appearance is 
symmetrical and honeycomb like. Additionally, the 
fossil has deep lines. 

w 

How do I know if I have a Charlevoix 
stone? 
You have a Charlevoix stone when the specks on the 
stone are frequent and are inconsistent. 
Charlevoix stones in some cases, are duller than a 
Petoskey stone. The easiest way to tell the difference 
is that Charlevoix stones have a smaller hexagonal 
exoskeleton pattern compared to Petoskey stones. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 

NOTICE DUES ARE DUE 
Dear MMLS member: 
It 's that time again when you are asked to renew your 
membership for the year (2026) in the Midwest 
Mineralogical and Lapidary Society. (Membership 
runs from January through December each year.) 

May we ask your cooperation by renewing now. 
Doing so will ease our Treasurer's job, save the cost 
of an extra mailing and assure your receipt of The 
Rockpile without interruption. 

Just use the handy Membership Renewal Form. 
Complete the form, enclose your check made payable 
to MMLS and mail to our treasure: 

Doris Snyder 
9728 Pardee 
Taylor, Mi 48180 

It's that easy! If you would like your membership 
card mailed to you, 
please include a SASE. 

Midwest Mineralogical Lapidary 
Society Adult Dues: $20.00 
Juniors (under age 18) $2.00 
Yes I wish to renew my/our membership in MMLS 
for 2026 and continue to receive The Rockpile 
Name(s) _ 

Address ------------ 
City 
State Zip . 

Email address --------- 
Dues paid after December 3pt is subject to a $3.00 
reinstatement fee. Add to your check. 

Enclosed is my check payable MMLS for $ __ 

Would you like your Rockpile sent to you by email? 
Yes No ----- 
DO IT TODAY BEFORE YOU FORGET!!!!! 
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

How Petoskey and Charlevoix stones 
formed 
Michigan once was covered by an ancient saltwater 
sea. As seas became shallower, sand and dirt covered 
corals. Coral skeletons hardened into stone over 
time, according to the Torch Conservation Center 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
When did the Petoskey stone become the 
state stone? 
On June 28, 1965, then-Gov. George Romney signed 
a bill making the Petoskey stone the official state 
stone, according to the MEDQ. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING Is there a limit on how many rocks a 
person can collect? 
According to the EGLE, one person can not exceed 
25 pounds per year on state-owned and public trust 
lands. 
Fossil pictures from internet. 
Article from internet. 
Jalen Williams is a trending reporter at the Detroit 
Free Press. Contact him at 
jawilliams l@freepress.com 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

The 10 best places to hunt for Petoskey 
stones are Petoskey State Park, Magnus City Park 
Beach, and Bayfront Park West in Petoskey; Mt. 
McSauba Beach and Fisherman's Island State Park in 
Charlevoix; Empire Beach in Leelanau County; and 
the shores of Lake Michigan between Frankfort and 
Traverse City. Other good locations include Sunset 
Park (Petoskey), Orchard Beach State Park 
(Manistee), and areas along the Little Traverse 
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THE MIDWEST MINERALOGICAL AND LAPIDARY SOCIETY (MMLS) is an educational 
non-profit organization founded in 1956. The Society now has more than 100 members and is affiliated with the 
Midwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. 
Significantly, MMLS has been recognized numerous times by the Midwest and American Federations with first 
place (gold level) awards in the annual All American Club Awards Program. 
PURPOSE: The purpose of The MMLS shall be (I) to promote interest in and increase knowledge in the 
fields of mineralogy, geology, and paleontology, including lapidary and related arts; (2) to publish articles and 
information pertaining to these fields; (3) to encourage collections and to display specimens in these fields; and 
( 4) to arrange field trips in support of the interests and activities specified. 

GENERAL MEETINGS: the third Tuesday of each month, September through June, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor, MI 48180 GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME. 

MEMBERSHIP: Applications for membership can be obtained at any general meeting or from any MMLS member. 
DUES: Entrance fee - $3.00; annual dues - $20.00 (adult), $2.00 (junior) on a year basis. Membership expires each Dec. 31. 

ANNUAL EVENTS: 
March - Spring Rock Swap and Sale, Banquet 
Yearly Picnic 

Fall- 2 Day SuperSwap and Sale November Annual Auction 

STUDY GROUPS: Special-interest study groups meet monthly, September though June. Currently the 
following groups arc active: Bead Study, Mineralogy, Wire Study is conducted on individual basis. 

FIELD TRIPS: Several one day field trips and one longer (one to two weeks) field trips are conducted each 
year. Mostly, these field trips focus on the collecting of mineral and fossil specimens at quarries, mines, and other 
known collecting sites in the United States and Canada. Field trips are restricted to MMLS members. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND: MMLS has established a scholarship Endowment Fund which provides scholarships 
to qualified students enrolled in an accredited college or university in southeastern Michigan who have completed at 
least their junior year and have a major in geology, mineralogy, paleontology or lapidary and related arts. 

SEAMAN MINERAL MUSEUM: MMLS has designated the A.E. SEAMAN Mineral Museum, 
Houghton, Michigan, as it's "adoptive" museum, pledging to support it with gifts to the museum's endowment fund 
and the donation of mineral specimens and services. 

INTERNET WEB SITES OF INTEREST: 
Midwest Federation: 
www.amfed.org/mw l lindex.html American 
Lands Access Association: http: //amlands.org 

American Federation: 
www.amfed.org 

The Rockhound's 10 Commandments: 
Thou shall not touch thy neighbor's minerals unless he places them in thy hands. 
Thou shall not test the strength of crystals by pushing, squeezing or biting. 
Thou shall not drop thy neighbor's fossils, for many do not bounce properly. 
Thou shall not place thy neighbor's specimens in thine own pocket. 
Thou shall not collect at a neighbor's land unless unless thy neighbor knowst he's there. 
Thou shall not argue names of minerals too violently; for sometimes thou couldst be wrong. 
Thou shall not climb above thy neighbor's head when on a field trip, lest thou art willing to spend the rest of the day 

digging him out. 
Thou shall protect thine eyes, hands & feet, so that they mayst enjoy many future field trips. 
Thou shall not encroach upon thy neighbor's diggin's, lest thy neighbor's hammer be 
dropped upon thee.' 
Thou shall not break uncollectable specimens. 
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