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Midwest Mineralogical & Lapidary Society

2018 OFFICERS

President: Dan Gumina (313) 766-8944

Vice President: Diane Kuzara (734) 675-5237

Recording Secretary: Julie Knechtges (734) 444-9151
Treasurer: Doris Snyder (313) 291-2133

Corresponding Secretary: Julie Knechtges (734) 444-9151
Liaison Officer: Peter Kuzara (734) 675-5237

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Club Services: Ana Ferguson

Door Prizes: Mike Bomba

AFMS Scholarship: Pat Rutkowski

Local Field Trips - Mike Bomba/Gary Slominski
Summer Field Trips - Bill Barr

Education: Dave Hendershot

Insurance:

Historian: Tom Morris

Michigan Material: Tom Morris

Club Publicity:

Membership: Ana Ferguson.

MMLS Scholarship: Velma Bradley

Program Coordinator: Mike Bomba

Property — Storage: Leonard Swisher
Property — Meetings: Leonard Swisher
Sunshine Reporter: Velma Bradley
Refreshments: Gary Slominski

Web Site: Stacey Harper

ACTIVITIES

2018 Banquet:

2018 Swap: Lou and Cindy Talley

2018 Super Swap: Bill Barr / Tom Morris
2018 Auction: Dwayne Ferguson

The Rockpile Staff : Editor Peter Kuzara,
email: Kuzarall26@gmail.com 734-675-5237

MMLS website — www.mmls.us
Email - rockhounds@mmls.us

General Club meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on every
third Tuesday of the month (except July and August) at
the Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor,
MI 48180

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

STUDY GROUPS

Advanced Lapidary:

Basic Lapidary:

Bead Study: Diane Kuzara
Faceting:

Mineralogy: Bill Barr
Paleontology:

Wire Study: John Lindsay
Silversmithing:

PAST PRESIDENTS
Robert Ellison (interim) 1956
Louis Cox 1957

Robert Heldenbrand 1958-59
Ralph Gamble 1959-60

Fred Miller 1960-61

Bert Smart 1961-62

Leo Nieman 1963

Nicholas Rothenthaler 1964-65
Robert Fedoruk  1966-67
John Good 1968-69

Cecilia Duluk 1970

Stanley Franczak 1971-72
E. Donald Stinnett 1973-74
Ralph Goniea 1975-76
Norman Hanschu 1977-78
Thomas Gibbs 1979-80
Harry Nagy 1981-82

Elspeth Gibbs 1983-84
Loretta Franczak 1985-86
Roland Snyder 1987-88

Jay Ross 1989-90

Tom Morris Jr. 1991-92
Diane Kuzara 1993-94

Bill Orban 1995-96

Glenn Swain 1997-98

Bill Peach 1999-2000

Diane Kuzara 2001-02
Cecilia Duluk 2003-04

Russ Ranker 2005-06

Dick DePodesta 2007-08
Rich Williams 2009-10
Leonard Swisher 2011-12
Mike Bomba 2013 - 14
Diane Kuzara 2015 - 16
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Board Meeting Summary: for April 13, 2018
Meeting called to order at 7:33 PM. A motion was
made and carried to accept March 20, 2018
Secretary’s report motion carried. Treasurer’s report
March 1 - 31, 2018 motion to accept was made and
carried. A motion was made and carried to present
Delores Swekel, Amjad Chohan, Gus Povirk,
Adrianne Povirk, and Jason Glenn for membership
reinstatement during general meeting. April program
“The Hlinois Fluorite District” by Alan Goldstein.
May program “Ocean View Mine - USA's

largest operating Gem Mine” with Jeff Swanger.
Next Board Meeting May 18,2018 7:30 pm location
to be announced. Motion to adjourn was made and
carried at 8:41. Submitted by Secretary Julie
Knechtges

General Meeting Summary: for April 17,
2018Meeting called to order at 7:38 PM. A motion
was made and carried to accept Secretary’s report for
March 20, 2018, motion carried. Treasurer’s report
March 1 - 31, 2018 motion to accept was made and
carried. April program is will be “The Illinois
Fluorite District” by Alan Goldstein. A motion was
made and carried to accept board approved to
reinstate Delores Swekel, Amjad Chohan, Gus
Povirk, Adrianne Povirk, and Jason Glenn as
members, motion carried. A motion was made and
carried to award three scholarships this year, to be
presented at the May meeting. Next Board Meeting
May 18,2018 7:30 pm. Meeting adjourned at 8:23.
Submitted by Julie Knechtges Secretary.

General Meeting Summary: for May 15,
2018.Meeting called to order at 7:35pm by President
Dan Gumina. No minutes for the last general
meeting. The treasurer’s report read and approved.
Program for June is a video on the Elmwood,
Tennessee Quarry on Calcites and Fluorites. We have
reached the 4900% status with the AFMS
Scholarship, letters were read by Pat Rutkowski. One
of our Scholarship recipients, Sean Hyde was
presented with a check for $1000.00 by President,
Dan. Submitted by Diane Kuzara, Acting Secretary.

September Program: Will be our annual BRAG
NIGHT. Everyone is encouraged to bring in
specimens they collected or silver picked

( purchased ). You can bring in what you have crafted
or purchased.

Welcome New Member

Anders Povitk  (JM)
25330 Franklin Park
Franklin, M1 48025

WIRE WRAP CLASS Anyone interested in a

study group for wire wrap please contact John
Lindsay for dates, time and more information.

NOTICE TO STUDY GROUPS IF
THERE IS A CHANGE IN YOUR
MEETING TIME OR PLACE, PLEASE

Dates to Remember:

Contacts for study groups:

Bead study, Diane Kuzara, 734-675-5237
Mineral study, David Esch, 734-665-5574
Wirewrap, John Lindsay, 734-604-8561
Lapidary work shop, Frank Konieczki
734-323-2218

Our Club Activities

Sept. 6" & 20" Bead study group will meet at the
Kuzara’s, 20281 Thomas, Brownstown at 7pm.

Sept. 17" & 19™ Lapidary work shop 2009 W.
Michigan Ave., Ypsilanti, Mi., 7pm to 10pm. Fee is
$2.50 for each evening.

Sept. 14" Board Meeting at Mike Bomba’s Home
at 7:30 pm ROCKPILE DEADLINE. TBA

Sept. 18™ General meeting will be held at the
DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF TAYLOR, 23400 WICK
RD., TAYLOR at 7:30pm.



THE ROCKPILE

September, 2018

Volume LXII

Issue 7

Sept. 20'" Mineral Study group will meet at Dave
Esch’s house, 227 Barton Shore Dr., Ann Arbor Mi.
At 7:30pm.

Sept. 29-30: BELLEVILLE, MI Midwest
Mineralogical & Lapidary Society Rock Swap. Sat
10 am - 5 pm; Sun 10 am - 4 pm. Wayne County
Fairgrounds, 10871 Quirk Rd.,

Belleville. Contact: Bill Barr, (508) 803-4888;
wbarr@umich.edu; Tom Morris, (313) 278-5063

Oct. 1 & 15" & 17" Lapidary work shop 2009
W. Michigan Ave., Ypsilanti, Mi., 7pm to 10pm. Fee
is $2.50 for each evening.

Oct. 4" & 18" Bead study group will meet at the
Kuzara’s, 20281 Thomas, Brownstown at 7pm.

Oct. 12th
TBA

Board Meeting and Rockpile Deadline

Oct. 16" General meeting will be held at the
DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF TAYLOR, 23400 WICK
RD., TAYLOR at 7:30pm.

Oct. 18" Mineral Study group will meet at Dave
Esch’s house, 227 Barton Shore Dr., Ann Arbor Mi.
At 7:30pm.

Nov. 3" Midwest Mineralogical and Lapidary
Society 53" Annual Auction. At the Democratic
Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor, MI. Doors

open at 6pm.

Sister Club Events

Sept. 7-9: TOLEDO, OH Toledo Gem &
Rockhound Club Annual Show. Fri 7-8 pm.; Sat 10
am - 6 pm; Sun 11 am - 5 pm. Stranahan Theater &
Exhibit Hall, 4645 Heatherdowns,

Toledo. Contact: Steve Shimatski; (419) 861-0147
sis132@gmail.com

Sept. 14-16: HOLLAND, MI Tulip City Gem &
Mineral Club Annual Show. Fn1 10-8; Sat 10-7; Sun
11-5. Soccer Stop Sportsplex, 5 River Hills Drive,
Holland. Contact Sue Goedert, (616)

452-7843, sonbeams2000@yahoo.com.

Sept. 15-16: HOWELL, MI Livingston Gem &
Mineral Society Annual Show. Sat 10 am - 5 pm;
Sun 10 am - 4 pm. Hartland Educational Support
Center, 9525 E. Highland Rd., Howell. Contact: Ed
Oller, 68 Ganges Blvd, Swarty Creek 48473; (810)
241-8801

Sept. 22: PORTAGE, M1 Kalamazoo Geological
& Mineral Society Rock Swap and Tailgate. 9 am -
1 pm. St. Michael Lutheran Church Parking Lot,
7211 Oakland Dr., Portage. Contact: Dennis Guy;
(260) 651-1314; deuy3@charter.net

Sept. 29-30: TRAVERSE CITY, MI Grand
Traverse Area Rock & Mineral Club Annual

Show. Sat10am -5 pm; Sun 11 am -4

pm. Cherryland VFW Hall (Post 2780), 3400
Veterans Dr., Traverse City. Contact: Pierre
LaFoille, 11788 Snowfield Ct., Traverse City 49686;
pals0210@gmail.com

Oct. 12-14: WARREN, MI Michigan
Mineralogical Society Annual Show. Fri9am -6
pm; Sat 10 am - 7 pm; Sun 11 am - 5 pm. Macomb
Sports & Expo Center, 14500 E. 12 Mile Rd.,
Warren. Contact: John Peters, (313) 255-7774;
joopettl 3(@hotmail.com

2

Oct. 19-21: MASON, MI Central Michigan
Lapidary & Mineral Society Annual Show. Fri6 -9
pm; Sat 10 am - 6 pm; Sun 11 am - 5 pm. Main
Arena Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 Ash St.,
Mason. Contact: Roger Laylin; (517) 349-2349;
Lr.laylin@gmail.com

Oct. 19-21: FORT WAYNE, IN Three Rivers
Gem & Mineral Society Annual Show. Fri & Sat 10
am - 6 pm; Sun 11 am - 5 pm. Allen County
Fairgrounds, 2726 Carroll Rd., Fort

Wayne. Contact: Russell Greim, 7619 CR 68;
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Spencerville 46788; (260) 403-0450;
3riversshow@gmail.com

Oct. 20-21: CLIO, M1 Flint Rock & Gem Club
Annual Show. 10 am - 5 pm each day. Carter
Middle School, Rogers Lodge Dr.,

Clio. Contact: Bill Wendling, 9145 Johnston Rd.,
New Lothrop 48460; (810) 638-5796;
bwrockbarn@centurytel net

Oct. 27-28: CUYAHOGA FALLS, OH Summit
Lapidary Club Semi-Annual Show. Sat 10 am - 6
pm; Sun 10 am - 5 pm. Emidio and Sons Expo
Center, 48 East Bath Rd., Cuyahoga

Falls. Contact: Gujo Kotch, 244 Chestnut Blvd,
Cuyahoga Falls; (330) 929-3798,;
gemboree(@outlook.com

Michigan Minerals Beginning
with the Letter A

Andesine (Na,Ca)Al(SizAl),0?

Andesine is a silicate mineral, a member of the
plagioclase feldspar solid solution series. Its chemical
formula is 408, where Ca/ 1s between 30%-50%. The
formula may be written as
Na0.7-0.5Ca0.3-0.5A11.3-1.58i2.7-2.508.

The paoiase feisr are a continuous solid
solution series and as such the accurate identification

of individual members requires detailed optical study,

chemical analysis or density measurements.
Refractive indices and specific gravity increase
directly with calcium content. It is sometimes used as
a gemstone.

Occurrences: Various localities in the Keweenaw
County.

Color: white, gray, green, yellow and flesh red
Hardness 6 - 6.5 on the Mohs scale

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andesine - cite note-6

From The Mineralogy Of Michigan by E.
Wm. Heinrich and Wikipedia on the internet.

Idaho’s Official State Gemstone is the Star
Garnet

The star garnet was designated the official state stone
or gem of Idaho in 1967. More precious than either
star rubies or star sapphires, the Idaho garnet is
usually dark purple or plum in color, with four rays in
the star (occasionally the star has six rays, as in a
sapphire). All State Gems.

From Wikipedia on the Internet

Mastodon State Historic Site
Missouri by Mike Baldwin

Imperial,

07.22.2006 -- Mastodon State Historic Site is located
in Imperial, Missouri, about twenty miles south of St.
Louis, just off I-55 (Exit 186). It contains an
important archaeological and paleontological site --
the Kimmswick Bone Bed, where scientists
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discovered the first solid evidence of the coexistence
of humans and the American mastodon in
eastern North America.

At the end of the ice age that occurred from
35,000 to 10,000 years ago, the glaciers to the north
were slowly melting as the earth warmed. Animals
such as giant ground sloths, peccaries, and hairy,
elephantlike mastodons roamed the Midwest.
Paleontologists theorize that the area was once
swampy and contained mineral springs. Animals that
came to the springs may have become trapped in the
mud, which helped preserve their bones. Early
American Indians (known as paleo-indians) had also
reached present-day Missouri by at least 12,000 years
ago. For a brief period at the end of the Pleistocene
epoch, the lives of humans and mastodons
intertwined.

The first recorded report of bones of mastodons and
other now-extinct animals in the vicinity of the town

- of Kimmswick was in the early 1800s. St. Louis
Museum owner, Albert C. Koch, Ph.D., investigated
a report of bones weathering out of the banks along
Rock Creek and conducted excavations in 1839,
Thinking he had discovered a new animal, he named
his find the Missouri Leviathan and exhibited it in the
United States and Europe. Richard Owen, a
comparative anatomist at the British Museum in
London, convinced Koch the skeleton was actually an
American mastodon.

The Kimmswick Bone Bed is important in the
history of archaeological discovery, as well as a rare
example of a stratified ice age Paleo-Indian Clovis
culture hunting activity, and one of the oldest known
archaeological sites in Missouri (over 10,000 years
old). Presently the Clovis culture is the earliest
well-documented Native American occupation for
North America. Clovis hunters may have contributed
to the extinction of many Pleistocene animals. Due to
the archaeological and paleontological significance,
the Kimmswick Bone Bed was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places on April 14,
1987.

Resource: Mastodon State Historic Site: The
Kimmswick Bone Bed; Missouri State Parks;
Missouri Department of Natural Resources,
December 2001. Information used for educational
purposes under the provisions of the "Fair Use Act of
1976".

Photo by Mike Baldwin: young adult mastodon teeth
on display at the Mastodon State Historic Site.

From MAGS

/s Water a Mmeral? — [s lce a

Mimeral?

The best way to find out is to compare their
properties to the definition of the word “mineral.”
Article by: Hobart M. King, Ph.D., RPG
https.//geology.com/articles/water-mineral/

What is a Mineral?

The word “mineral” is used by geologists for a
group of naturally occurring crystalline substances.
Gold, pyrite, quartz, calcite, and fluorite are all
examples of “minerals.” To be a mineral a substance
must meet five requirements: naturally occurring (not
made by humans) inorganic (not produced by an
organism) solid a limited range of chemical
compositions ordered atomic structure

Is Water a Mineral?

If we compare the properties of water to the five
requirements of the mineral definition, we find that it
fails to qualify as a mineral. Water is a liquid, so it
does not meet requirement #3 - being a solid.
However, at temperatures below 32 degrees
Fahrenheit or 0 degrees Celsius, water becomes the
solid material that we call “ice.”

Is Ice a Mineral?

If we compare the properties of ice to the five
requirements of the mineral definition, we find that it
clearly meets the last four. However, requirement #1
presents a problem. A natural snowflake would be
considered to be a mineral because it forms naturally
in Earth’s atmosphere. However, an ice cube made
in a refrigerator would not be considered a mineral
because it was produced by the actions of people.
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So, ice is a mineral when it forms naturally, but it is
not a mineral when people play a role in producing it.

Some Consider Water to be a Mineraloid

Water is not a mineral; however, it freezes into ice,
which is a mineral. Some authors believe that

water should be considered to be a “mineraloid,” a
material that meets some of the requirements of
being a mineral but falls short. Others disagree
because they believe that a mineraloid only fails to
meet the requirements of being a mineral because it is
amorphous, and water is not amorphous.

What is Mineral Water?

Mineral water is something entirely different. Here
the word “mineral” is used in reference to dissolved
solids that occur in the water as it is taken from a
natural source such as a spring. These dissolved
substances occur in the water because while the water
was in the ground it came into contact with mineral
and non-mineral materials. Some of those materials
were soluble and were dissolved by the water.

To be sold as a “mineral water” a liquid must be
water, taken from a natural source, and contain at
least 250 parts per million total dissolved solids - that
occur naturally in the water.

Natural mineral waters are found at many locations
worldwide and vary widely in composition. Under
some circumstances the dissolved materials in the
water would be considered to be “impurities.”
Under other circumstances these waters are bottled
and sold to people who believe that the

dissolved “minerals” might provide a health benefit.
These health benefits are often unproven, and many
natural waters contain dissolved materials that
produce undesirable or even poisonous effects if
consumed by people or animals.

From Rock Trails 8/18

Ivory Substitute

Use large beef bones for bone ivory. Don't cook the
bones; clean them off as best you can. Use a large
mug of 20 Mule Team Borax - dump it into a pan
with just enough water to dissolve the borax. Heat to
a warm temperature, not hot. Put bones in and soak
for three weeks or so. Wash thoroughly and let dry
for several days and then you can carve, shape, or
drill and polish as you would for a cabochon, but

much easier to work than stone.

Cut round leg bones into squares, drill holes in the
sides, and you have links for a bracelet. You don't
need expensive tools, household tools will do. Use
files (round, flat, pointed, even fingernail files), a
hacksaw and pocket knife for cutting. Sandpaper, and
finish with fine steel wool.

Use a Dremel tool to carve flowers or animals, or
anything you like. Soak in strong coffee, and you will
have "Mastodon" ivory. The carved area turns darker
than the rest and stands out beautifully.

From Alaska Pebble Patter via Flint Rock and Gem
Newsletter, 3/91 via The Rockpile How to Book.

You’re an old Detroiter ( or just old ) if.....

You remember a Winkleman’s, Sanders, Federal, and
Wards store in your neighborhood.

You remember the ‘Big Snow’, Buffalo Bob, Howdy
Doody, Clarabelle, Phineas T. Bluster, Princess
Summer-Fall- Winter- Spring.

You remember Twin Pines Dairy delivered milk and
juice to the milk chute on the side of your house and
Milky the Clown performed magic with the magic
words ‘Twin Pines.’

You remember Olympia Stadium.
You remember when Vernors was made on
Woodward Ave., and a bearded troll was on the

bottle.

Your Mom got groceries at Great Scott, Food Fair,
Wrigley’s or Chatham, C.F. Smith was even earlier.

Kresege’s and Woolworth’s were ‘Dime Stores.’
You had an uncle in the furniture business ( Joshua

Door ).
From The Internet

REMEMBER THE SUPERSWAP,
FLYER ON PAGE 6
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SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN

GEM, MINERAL & ROCK

SUPERSWAP!

Hosted by the Midwest Mineralogical & Lapidary Society

Saturday, Sept. 29 ¢ 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 30 ¢ 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Wayne County Fairgrounds
10871 Quirk Rd., Belleville Ml
(1-94 to Exit 190, W on N. Service Drive,
N on Quirk to Fairgrounds on right)

SWAP! SELL! BUY"

Minerals o Fossils e Gems o Jewelry o Lapidary Materials
Beads e Equipment e Supplies e Books e and more!

PUBLIC INVITED!
FREE Admission! ACTIVITIES
FREE Parking! including:
Many restaurants nearby! Mineral Kits for Kids
Demonstrations
INDOOR EVENT - Rain or Shine! Mineral ID
Camping available — contact Others TBA

Fairgrounds Office at 734-697-7002

Tables $35/2 days, $20/day (if available). For info about reservations, etc,
call 313-278-5063 or email wbarr@umich.edu



"THE MIDWEST MINERALOGICAL AND LAPIDARY SOCIETY (MMLS) is an educational
non-profit organization founded in 1956. The Society now has more than 100 members and is affiliated with the
Midwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.
Significantly, MMLS has been recognized numerous times by the Midwest and American Federations with first
place (gold level) awards in the annual All American Club Awards Program.

PURPOSE: The purpose of The MMLS shall be (I) to promote interest in and increase knowledge in the
fields of mineralogy, geology, and paleontology, including lapidary and related arts; (2) to publish articles and
information pertaining to these fields; (3) to encourage collections and to display specimens in these fields; and
(4) to arrange field trips in support of the interests and activities specified.

GENERAL MEETINGS: the third Tuesday of each month, September through June, 7:30 p.m. at the
Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., Taylor, MI 48180 GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME.

MEMBERSHIP: Applications for membership can be obtained at any general meeting or from any MMLS member.
DUES: Entrance fee - $3.00; annual dues - $15.00 (adult), $1.00 (junior) on a year basis. Membership expires each Dec. 31.

ANNUAL EVENTS:
March - Spring Rock Swap and Sale Fall- 2 Day SuperSwap and Sale = November Annual Auction

STUDY GROUPS: Special-interest study groups meet monthly, September though June. No additional fees
are involved. Currently the following groups are active: Basic Lapidary Advanced Lapidary Wire Study Bead
Study Mineralogy Silversmithing ( Silversmithing is now on hold until further notice.)

FIELD TRIPS: Several one day field trips and one longer (one to two weeks) field trips are conducted each
year. Mostly, these field trips focus on the collecting of mineral and fossil specimens at quarries, mines, and other
known collecting sites in the United States and Canada. Field trips are restricted to MMLS members.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND: MMLS has established a scholarship Endowment Fund which provides scholarships
to qualified students enrolled in an accredited college or university in southeastern Michigan who have completed at
least their junior year and have a major in geology, mineralogy, paleontology or lapidary and related arts.

SEAMAN MINERAL MUSEUM: MMLS has designated the A.E. SEAMAN Mineral Museum,
Houghton, Michigan, as it's "adoptive" museum, pledging to support it with gifts to the museum's endowment fund
and the donation of mineral specimens and services.

INTERNET WEB SITES OF INTEREST:
Midwest Federation: ‘ American Federation:
www.amfed.org/mwllindex.html American www.amfed.org

Lands Access Association: http: //amlands.org

The Rockhound's 10 Commandments:

Thou shall not touch thy neighbor's minerals unless he places them in thy hands.

Thou shall not test the strength of crystals by pushing, squeezing or biting.

Thou shall not drop thy neighbor's fossils, for many do not bounce properly.

Thou shall not place thy neighbor's specimens in thine own pocket.

Thou shall not collect at a neighbor's land unless unless thy neighbor knowst he's there.

Thou shall not argue names of minerals too violently; for sometimes thou couldst be wrong.

Thou shall not climb above thy neighbor's head when on a field trip, lest thou art willing to spend the rest of the day
digging him out.

Thou shall protect thine eyes, hands & feet, so that they mayst enjoy many future field trips.

Thou shall not encroach upon thy neighbor's diggin's, lest thy neighbor's hammer be

dropped upon thee. JO. Thou shall not break uncollectable specimens.
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]
: 1993 — 1st Place (Large Bulletin) AFMS
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1990 - 1st Place (New Editor) MWF
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